
In this column I take a quick look back at a 
remarkable achievement in the early winter and 
then I look forward to a few of the significant 
events that will be happening at the Carnegie this 
spring. Finally, I need to revise some statements 
that I made in the Winter 2025 newsletter about 
some Carnegie governance matters.

The Ian Thomas concert "Fumbling with 
Inspiration: A Memoir in Songs & Stories" held on 
Friday night, February 7th at Ancaster Memorial 
Arts Centre was the Carnegie's most ambitious 
and most financially successful benefit concert 
ever. Our net profit was $41,300. I emphasize the 
gratitude that the Carnegie Board and staff feel 
towards Ian, his three talented musician 
colleagues, the sold-out audience, our partner 
AMAC, our concert sponsors, our indefatigable 
volunteers and the indispensable February 7/25 
Concert Committee. And that Friday evening was 
a damn good time as well.

Between April 4th and June 30th there will be 
three exhibitions during which the works of 9 
different artists and artisans will be displayed. 
Their mediums include painting and wood 
sculpture (April), installation and textile (May) and  
printmaking, figurative painting and photography 
(June). If you want to learn about the creative 
process of some of our exhibition artists, please 
attend one of their early Sunday afternoon Artist 
Talks. The first one will be by former Curator, Marla 
Panko, on April 13, 1 to 2 pm. Also, if you are a 
working artist or a craftsperson do not forget the 
series of unique Artist Resource talks arranged by 
Board Members Beth McQueen and Rick 
Kowalchuk held on specific Thursday nights. There 
are two talks left in the series, namely Working 
with Galleries presented by Jody Joseph and The 
Artists Book Club presented by Andrea Jackman.

Next, a preview of the spring line up would be 
incomplete if I failed to mention three more 
events. First, I refer to Regina Haggo's lecture 6-
week series CANADA PAINTS which begins 

Wednesday afternoon, May 7th. Regina's subtitle is 
"how Canadian artists between 1850 and 1950 
took on landscape, still life, the human figure and 
abstraction." Regina's lectures are always 
informative and entertaining. Also, this particular 
series could serve as a mild antidote to the "Canada 
as 51st state" rhetoric occasionally spilling across 
the border.

Building on the enjoyment and success of the 
recent bus trip to the Aga Khan Museum former 
Board Chair, Pam Norman, has arranged for a bus 
trip to St. Jacob’s Theatre on May 27th to see the 
play The Full Monty. My advice? As is the case with 
Regina's series register soon for this excursion too.

The third event is the SECRET GARDENS TOUR to be 
held on Sunday, June 8th. The SGT Committee will 
host the always congenial tearoom again at the 
Gallery; however, the 7 gardens are in Dundas, 
thereby making it a walkable experience.

The Annual General Meeting of all Carnegie Gallery 
members (artist and supporting) will be held in the 
main gallery on THURSDAY, MAY 22, 2025, 
commencing at 7 p.m. I draw your attention to 
three of the agenda items. First, we will be 
acknowledging the retirement of a valued director 
and thanking him for his service. Second, the Board 
will, with pleasure, be nominating three 
accomplished persons to be new directors on the 
Board. Third, we will ask members to complete the 
work that they started at the Special Meeting held 
on November 15 , 2024. I refer to reviewing and 
approving amendments to Carnegie's 1980 Letters 
Patent, which is the Gallery's charter. However, the 
May AGM will NOT be dealing with proposed 
amendments to the Gallery's operating by-law. 
That matter is being deferred for now.

I hope to see you at one or more of the Friday night 
openings of our monthly exhibitions and at the 
AGM on the evening of May 22nd.

The Board of Directors and Staff are committed to increasing the exposure of the works of Artist 
Members and Exhibition Artists to Carnegie members and the broader public. They also aim to promote 
sales of those works of art and craft and to create a more user-friendly system for current and 
prospective buyers, as well as for our staff and volunteers who answer buyers' enquiries and handle 
sales.

As a result of these goals the Board, under the guidance of the Gallery’s IT consultant and with the 
assistance of our tech-savvy staff and volunteers, has given the “green light” to implement a 3-phase 
project, which will take 3 to 4 months. Carnegie applied for and received a grant from the Canada 
Services Recovery Fund, which will cover approximately 90% of the cost of the project.

The first phase involves Fullerton Media’s building of a new online store for Carnegie Gallery, and the 
integration of the services of new digital suppliers. Staff and volunteers have loaded into the new online 
store photos of the works of the 4 exhibition artists that will be displayed in the exhibition for April, 
Susurrations.

The second phase of the project involves the “migration” of photos of representative works of art and 
craft of Artist Members, currently on display and for sale in the Gallery Shop, into the new online store. 
(By “representative” we mean a balanced cross-section of works with reference to medium or type and 
number of works per artist or artisan.) This phase will include setting up of a more straightforward POS 
and the online sale of works displayed in the Gallery Shop.

The third phase involves the upgrading of Artist Member pages so that their biographies and photos 
and details of their works (eg. Title, dimensions, price, etc.) are readily accessible to persons who visit our 
website and/or our new online store.

More information regarding the second and third phases of the project will be provided at Carnegie’s 
Annual General Meeting on May 16, 2024. Another reason for members to attend!

I conclude with a special thank you to our April Exhibition Artists Teresa Seaton, Heather Moore, Mita 
Giacomini and Mary Philpott for two reasons. First, I thank them for the exceptional quality and variety of 
their work. Second, the Board, Staff and volunteers are grateful to them for their cooperation and efforts 
in providing photos of their works so that the Carnegie can display them in our new online store for the 
duration of the exhibition (April 5 to 28) a new and important imitative for the Gallery.

John Wigle
Chair of the Carnegie Board



We are looking for exhibitions of 
contemporary fine art and craft which meet 
a high level of conception, design and 
execution. The Carnegie Gallery is 
committed to providing equal opportunity 
to both established and emerging artists as 
well as supporting diversity and inclusion. 
Artists will be contacted via email 6 to 8 weeks 
after the May 31 deadline date. 

Complete the Submission for Exhibitions 
Form online. See details: 
www.carnegiegallery.org/artists/ 

Ages 8-11, 10:30am – 12pm 
Ages 12-15, 1pm-2:30pm 
$135 for 9 weeks. Supplies included.
Register by contacting the Gallery
Carnegie Gallery
10 King St. W., Dundas (905) 627-4265 
info@carnegiegallery.org

Doors 7pm, Concert 8pm
Performing at the Royal Canadian Legion
280 King St. W. Dundas
Tickets $30 + HST
Purchase tickets for the concert by 
phone, in-store or at www.
carnegiegallery.org/concert-jp-cormier-
apr-25th-2025

Working With Galleries, 
April 24 from 7- 8 PM | presented by 
Jody Joseph

The Artists Book Club, 
May 15 from 7- 8 PM | presented by 
Andrea Jackman

Canada Paints, 
Presented by Regina Haggo
May 7 to June 11.  $150+HST



Artists Talk: April 13, 1-2pm



There has been an observable and 
understandable feeling of unease as we 
process such uncertain political and 
economic times. One glance at the news is 
enough to send many of us spiralling. 
However, if there is a silver lining here, it exists 
in the way we come together as a 
community, supporting local businesses, 
programming, artists, and makers.

In the recent past, many of us have been 
tempted to trade community and connection 
for convenience. It’s become so easy to order 
mass-produced products online and have 
that package arrive at your door the next day. 
And while the ease of online shopping is 

undeniable, there is so much to gain from 
going local. As community members, we play 
a vital part in keeping our local businesses 
alive. Many gravitate towards the Dundas 
community because of the wonderful shops 
and cultural spaces that are bursting with 
character and charm. When we support and 
shop locally, we form strong ties and 
relationships with the workers, volunteers, 
and most of all, the town itself.

Here at the Carnegie Gallery, we want to 
thank the many patrons of the arts who allow 
our community to develop and grow. Art, 
culture and creative energy are essential to a 
prosperous community. This spring, we urge 

you to meditate on our wonderful 
community as you take a stroll through 
Downtown Dundas, popping into the 
amazing shops, restaurants, and galleries.
Thank you to every one of you for keeping 
the small town of Dundas strong and thriving.

Many thanks to incite Foundation for their
support of the 2023 Arts Dundas Weekend.
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The Carnegie Gallery’s largest annual fundraiser is the 
Secret Gardens Tour, held on June 8th and now entering its 
31st year in 2025. This popular self-directed tour features 7 
beautiful gardens in Dundas and a Tea House at the 
Gallery.  Tickets usually go on sale in May.

10am – 4pm  Rain or Shine. Tickets $30 (includes HST) 


