
The Annual General Meeting (for financial 
year 2024) was held at the Gallery on early 
Thursday evening, May 22nd. It was followed 
by a relaxed social gathering of members, 
CG staff and volunteers and most of the 
Board directors.

During the AGM I, on behalf of the CG 
community, acknowledged the 
contributions of three persons, who are 
moving on from the Gallery. I refer to Rick 
Kowalchuk, a director who has performed a 
number of different and essential tasks, 
including doing photographs of our annual 
Secret Gardens Tour and setting up and 
taking down the Carnegie Artist Member art 
show at the Ian Thomas benefit concert in 
early February 2025, among other things. 
Next, Kira Alexanian, the Administrative 
Assistant, resigned in early June to take a 
new job and pursue her art career. 
Throughout Kira's 3 years with CG - first as a 
summer student and then as a part-time 
employee - she has been a cheerful and 
unflappable presence in the Gallery Shop. 
Also, Kira has helped Laura install and take 
down exhibitions and she has assisted 
Amanda with the new online store. Finally, 
Peter Langille has retired as one of CG's 
stalwart volunteers. Peter was the guy who 
regularly went to the Gallery early winter 
mornings to remove newly fallen snow and 
ice on CG's sidewalks and front steps and to 
spread rock salt or its environmentally 
sensitive substitute. Also, Peter and his 
engaging wife Cathy were volunteers at a 
number of Carnegie Concerts. If you bought 
a ticket for a beverage or a ticket for the 

50/50 draw at one of CG's 
fundraising concerts you 
would have met Peter 
and Cathy. My sincere 
thanks to Rick, Kira, 
and Peter. 

Three new and 
accomplished persons were
acclaimed directors at the AGM. I am 
confident that many readers will recognize all 
or some of their names. They are Russ Powers, 
Janice Kovar and Ariel Rogers.

Russ has had a long, varied and distinguished 
career in public service (municipal councillor 
in Dundas and Hamilton, federal MP, 
President of Association of Ontario 
Municipalities, among other organizations). 
Also, Russ has been a leader of community 
organizations in Dundas, most recently as 
President of Dundas Museum & Archives. 
Janice is a former educator (Head of Visual 
Arts, MacNab Secondary School), a CG artist 
member and a highly regarded artist with 
many juried exhibitions to her credit. Ariel 
brings a different but much needed set of 
experiences, connections and skills to CG. 
Ariel is a retired R.N., an entrepreneur and 
promoter in the music industry (Fogarty's 
Cove Music), a choir member and an active 
parishioner at St. John's Anglican Church in 
Ancaster, the latter role having led to 
bestowal on her of Order of Niagara. The 
Board and CG as a whole are very fortunate to 
have Russ, Janice, and Ariel join us. 

The Board of Directors and Staff are committed to increasing the exposure of the works of Artist 
Members and Exhibition Artists to Carnegie members and the broader public. They also aim to promote 
sales of those works of art and craft and to create a more user-friendly system for current and 
prospective buyers, as well as for our staff and volunteers who answer buyers' enquiries and handle 
sales.

As a result of these goals the Board, under the guidance of the Gallery’s IT consultant and with the 
assistance of our tech-savvy staff and volunteers, has given the “green light” to implement a 3-phase 
project, which will take 3 to 4 months. Carnegie applied for and received a grant from the Canada 
Services Recovery Fund, which will cover approximately 90% of the cost of the project.

The first phase involves Fullerton Media’s building of a new online store for Carnegie Gallery, and the 
integration of the services of new digital suppliers. Staff and volunteers have loaded into the new online 
store photos of the works of the 4 exhibition artists that will be displayed in the exhibition for April, 
Susurrations.

The second phase of the project involves the “migration” of photos of representative works of art and 
craft of Artist Members, currently on display and for sale in the Gallery Shop, into the new online store. 
(By “representative” we mean a balanced cross-section of works with reference to medium or type and 
number of works per artist or artisan.) This phase will include setting up of a more straightforward POS 
and the online sale of works displayed in the Gallery Shop.

The third phase involves the upgrading of Artist Member pages so that their biographies and photos 
and details of their works (eg. Title, dimensions, price, etc.) are readily accessible to persons who visit our 
website and/or our new online store.

More information regarding the second and third phases of the project will be provided at Carnegie’s 
Annual General Meeting on May 16, 2024. Another reason for members to attend!

I conclude with a special thank you to our April Exhibition Artists Teresa Seaton, Heather Moore, Mita 
Giacomini and Mary Philpott for two reasons. First, I thank them for the exceptional quality and variety of 
their work. Second, the Board, Staff and volunteers are grateful to them for their cooperation and efforts 
in providing photos of their works so that the Carnegie can display them in our new online store for the 
duration of the exhibition (April 5 to 28) a new and important imitative for the Gallery.

John Wigle
Chair of the Carnegie Board





Thank you to everyone who made this year’s event such a success! Our 
garden hosts, volunteers, generous sponsors, artists, and each of you 
who purchased a ticket and joined us.

We’re thrilled to share that we sold a record-breaking number of 409 
tickets this year.

A special thanks to our major sponsors:
Weeks Home Hardware, Holland Park Garden Gallery, and Turner Family 
Funeral Home



When I first stood in front of Robert 
Creighton’s Old Blind Satyr on view at the 
Carnegie Gallery for his exhibition 76 
Circumnavigations of the Star (Faces and 
Figures) this past June, I didn’t move for 
minutes, captivated by the raw, expressive 
quality of the portrait. At first, it was the bold 
and emotionally revealing treatment of the 
subject matter that drew me in. However, 
slowly, the textures, gradients, and depth of 
the print began to unfold. This made me 
wonder, what happens when we spend time, 
real-time, slowing down and observing a 
single artwork?

Recent studies in neuroscience support that 
focusing on an artwork for a few minutes 
activates and improves areas of the brain tied 
to creativity, imagination, memory, and even 
empathy. Contrasting with quick viewing 
habits driven by social media, when we adopt 
this practice of ‘slow looking,’  we begin to ease 
into a meditative state, offering a quiet but 
powerful mental reset.

Art ultimately rewards prolonged viewing. It 
demands presence in the viewer's mind. The 
longer you gaze, the more you notice 
underlying details, layering or placement of 
tones and colours, and shapes and lines 
beneath the forms. In today’s fast-paced world 
visual art offers us stillness, and in stillness, 
something begins to shift. When we adopt 
slow looking practices, not just looking; we are 
restoring focus, expanding perception, 
feeding our imagination and nurturing our 
creativity. Next time you visit Carnegie Gallery, 
I invite you to try this for yourself. Give 5 
minutes of your full attention to one work and 
notice how your thoughts, feelings, and 
breath begin to subtly shift.

Many thanks to incite Foundation for their
support of the 2025 Arts Dundas Weekend.

John Wigle, Chair
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Lauren is a summer student at the Carnegie Gallery and an art historian with a MA in Art History from the 
University of Toronto.

We’re excited to introduce Serena Merla, our 
Summer Digital Marketing Coordinator! As a
lifelong Hamilton local, Serena has spent 
many weekends and holidays in Dundas, 
making lasting memories with her family. Now 
entering her fourth year at the University of 
Waterloo, Serena is pursuing a major in Fine 
Arts and a minor in Digital Art Communication.
She’s thrilled to bring her passion for art to 
Dundas and contribute to the community.

With experience in videography, marketing, 
and fine arts, as well as her own active 
painting practice, Serena saw an incredible 
opportunity to merge her digital skills with her 
artistic background at Carnegie Gallery. Driven 
by a desire to create, share, and celebrate art, 
Serena is eager to bring her energy and 
creativity to the local arts scene to help foster 
a vibrant environment for all to enjoy.


