
I hope that you, your families and friends 
had an enjoyable, productive and restful 
summer. Summer 2025 has been one of 
change and transition at the gallery. Kira 
Alexanian, part-time Gallery Assistant, and 
Amanda Lammers, Fundraising and 
Marketing Specialist, left the gallery in early 
June and late July to accept new 
employment elsewhere. The Carnegie Board 
acknowledges their stalwart contributions 
and is grateful for Kira’s perpetual good 
cheer and quiet competence, and for 
Amanda’s creativity and expertise in 
marketing the Gallery’s numerous and 
varied offerings.

Fortunately, the gallery has been able to hire 
two new, capable employees. I refer to Olivia 
Russ, who is the Gallery Administrative 
Assistant working on Saturday and Sunday 
afternoon, and Sarah Rintjema, who is the 
full-time Marketing Coordinator. Olivia and 
Sarah have impressive resumes. Space 
limitations prevent me from summarizing 
their credentials here, but please see the last 
page of this newsletter to read more about 
them.

I thank Laura Brandreth, our indefatigable 
Gallery Administrator and Curator, and 
Board Members Marla Panko and Nancy 
McKibbin Gray for their timely and diligent 
work receiving and reviewing responses to 
the Gallery’s two job postings from over 120 
applicants, interviewing several candidates 
and then hiring Olivia and Sarah.   

There is a recent significant addition to the 
Board. Kayla Cockburn, a resident of Dundas 
and a young lawyer with an interest in the 
arts, became a director at the end of August. 
She, too, has an impressive CV. We thank 
past Chair Pam Norman for referring Kayla to 
the Gallery. Kayla’s arrival markedly reduces 
the average age demographic of the Board.

The hiring of Olivia and Sarah, 
and Kayla’s acceptance of the 
position of director, are positive 
developments. However, 
I continue to have concerns 
about the relatively stagnant 
number of Gallery volunteers. 
I emphasize that I am not at all 
concerned about the quality or 
quantity of work done by 
Carnegie’s current complement 
of volunteers. My point, dear 
readers, is that your gallery needs more 
artists and supporting members to join and 
to become active members of the Gallery’s 
eight standing committees, so as to reduce 
demands upon existing committee members 
and to more equitably distribute tasks 
among the Board and the employed staff. 
One example is the Building and Grounds 
Committee ably chaired by George 
Eastwood. Despite George’s very busy “day 
job,” he has spent considerable time advising 
and assisting Laura and me in our dealings 
with building maintenance and repair issues. 
George’s input, like that of Heather Wright, 
Chair of the Secret Gardens Tour Committee, 
has been invaluable. They are merely two 
volunteers of many who deserve 
acknowledgement and your gratitude. 

 You can find out more about ways you can 
volunteer by visiting the Membership page 
on our website and scroll down to Volunteer. 
There is a form that you can fill in and submit 
to us or you can contact the gallery to find 
out more. No contribution is too small and 
goes a long way in helping us to promote the 
arts in the community.

The Board of Directors and Staff are committed to increasing the exposure of the works of Artist 
Members and Exhibition Artists to Carnegie members and the broader public. They also aim to promote 
sales of those works of art and craft and to create a more user-friendly system for current and 
prospective buyers, as well as for our staff and volunteers who answer buyers' enquiries and handle 
sales.

As a result of these goals the Board, under the guidance of the Gallery’s IT consultant and with the 
assistance of our tech-savvy staff and volunteers, has given the “green light” to implement a 3-phase 
project, which will take 3 to 4 months. Carnegie applied for and received a grant from the Canada 
Services Recovery Fund, which will cover approximately 90% of the cost of the project.

The first phase involves Fullerton Media’s building of a new online store for Carnegie Gallery, and the 
integration of the services of new digital suppliers. Staff and volunteers have loaded into the new online 
store photos of the works of the 4 exhibition artists that will be displayed in the exhibition for April, 
Susurrations.

The second phase of the project involves the “migration” of photos of representative works of art and 
craft of Artist Members, currently on display and for sale in the Gallery Shop, into the new online store. 
(By “representative” we mean a balanced cross-section of works with reference to medium or type and 
number of works per artist or artisan.) This phase will include setting up of a more straightforward POS 
and the online sale of works displayed in the Gallery Shop.

The third phase involves the upgrading of Artist Member pages so that their biographies and photos 
and details of their works (eg. Title, dimensions, price, etc.) are readily accessible to persons who visit our 
website and/or our new online store.

More information regarding the second and third phases of the project will be provided at Carnegie’s 
Annual General Meeting on May 16, 2024. Another reason for members to attend!

I conclude with a special thank you to our April Exhibition Artists Teresa Seaton, Heather Moore, Mita 
their work. Second, the Board, Staff and volunteers are grateful to them for their cooperation and efforts 
in providing photos of their works so that the Carnegie can display them in our new online store for the 
duration of the exhibition (April 5 to 28) a new and important imitative for the Gallery.

John Wigle
Chair of the Carnegie Board



The Annual ART WALK is a collaboration 
between the Tower Poetry Society and  The 
Carnegie Gallery Artist Members



FREE Admission

Extended Hours:

Mon-Sat 10am-5pm

Sun 12-4pm

Find the perfect gift at the Carnegie's Holiday 
Market, featuring fine art and craft from over 100 
Artists Members and seasonal Vendors. Shop for 
original ceramics, glass jewellery, textiles, 
woodwork, paintings, prints, photography, cards, 
seasonal ornaments, and so much more.



Many thanks to incite Foundation for their
support of the 2025 Arts Dundas Weekend.
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We’re excited to introduce our new Marketing Coordinator, 
Sarah! Sarah has been an official Hamiltonian for ten years, and 
grew up in rural Beamsville, Ontario. Her parents immersed her 
in local art through enrolling her and her sister in an arts-
focused elementary school and signed them up for regular 
painting lessons. She originally moved to The Steel City in 2016 
to attend Mohawk College for journalism, after graduating she 
worked in digital marketing and communications, alongside 
regularly freelancing as an arts and culture journalist. She has 
had the pleasure of interviewing a couple famous Canadian 
artists including Alan Cross and Simu Liu. Through freelancing 
as a local arts journalist for six years, producing a podcast 

interviewing local artists, hosting a radio show of the same name, and working at the Art 
Gallery of Hamilton, she has become intimately familiar with the local arts landscape. The 
prioritization of locally made art is a major passion and focus of hers, and she plans to foster 
meaningful connections, improve the digital traffic and attract new faces to the gallery!

Olivia is from Dundas and is currently 
studying for a Bachelor of Arts at the 
University of Toronto, where she is Majoring 
in Art history and minoring in History and 
French. Olivia loves to travel as well as 
spend time in nature. She is currently 
learning to play the piano and enjoys 
painting using acrylics or watercolour in 
her spare time. Olivia is deeply connected 
to the Dundas community and has 
previously volunteered at the Carnegie 
gallery while working towards an art 
specialized program in high school. While 
her work has centred mostly around 
customer service and within the public 
sector, she enjoys the quiet and reflective 
nature of the gallery as an administrative 
assistant. Olivia hopes to learn more about 
the curating process and continue to make 
connections within the artist community 
while working here at the gallery.

The Carnegie Gallery is pleased to welcome Kayla Cockburn 
onto the Board of Directors.

Kayla is a lawyer at Smith Valeriote Law Firm LLP, and lives in 
Dundas. She obtained her law degree from the University of 
Ottawa, after completing her Master of Arts in History and 
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) degrees at McMaster University. 
Kayla’s litigation practice focuses on assisting clients with 
estate disputes and professional discipline proceedings.

She looks forward to serving the gallery through her role as 
director.


